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rious and laſting Temple for Generations to come. Nay, may he be a- 
nother Zerubbabel, not only ro Juyithe Foundation, but alſo to hold the 
Plummet in his hand till he hath finiſbed it, and brought forth the head 
Stone thereof. And may hehe as Succeſiful to vanquiſb-the Devil's 
King domw«at. huwiey by «hore Glotious Coltyneſt's a3 tie bath been 16 re- 
duce hls Entrrier abroad t& on Htnouruble Pentt. You", ard ſuch as 
Jon, are his Worthies and Aemies, _=_ whom he muſt __ in this War- 
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7 \> Chron: Ch: 34 lems "ref ong op 
And the. ' nbabizants LA Jerufalem did. perorig.t6 10 


ST k Tex I we choſen barks! FI c 
\ forthis Meridian;-.aadevidently appearsto |; 
:7 be ſuitable to the-preſent Occaſion: Forit's . 
i <= +10 everlaſting Record; tothe great: Honour 
"Jab WY 7 «of the illuſtrious Inhabitants of: Jeruſalem; 
OT yr + tor-their aFive Zeal , in the moſt Glorious 
abit cg that was-everknown inthe Kingdom: of Fu 
dah. This Bleſſed Work had its firſt Riſe and Spring in ; 
the tender: Heart of that'great Reformer, the' incomparable , ,.. 4.4 
Joſiah ;; who carried it-on to-ſuch'a perfettion ; That; - after 19: 27. 
Ml: a large. deſcription of -its ſucceſsful Progreſs; .1t's:faid,, x;mg.:2. 
2:Kin.” 23.'25. That; Like unto him there was no"King "- 24: 
before: him ,. that turned. to the Lord with alt his Heart, 
and. with all his Soul, \and with all his Mo ht, accord- 
ing to all the Law of Moſes ; z nether after him Aroſe:there 
ny bke. his. ; -He called the Elders together, 'and'canfed 
all 


all the, People to enter unto. a Covenant ,- to. turn unto the 
Lord-: Bu theſe Renows'd inhabitants of Jeruſalem, Sig- 
nalized themſelves beyond all others; by their ready Com- 
pliance, and needful Aſſiſtance; for they Did according to the 
Covenant of God, the God of their Fathers. And that this 
High Cammendation of them may be well underſtood: and 
fitly'applied ;* I ſhall briefly explain'theſe three Things in 
" Yd eo? rh og ae cel | 
I.- Who theſe /nhabitants of Jeruſalem were. 
II. What is the Covenant of God, the God of their Fa- 
thers, &C. New =, | ' 
' DE. How they d:@iaccorgrep. to af; ON IO 
\ : The firſt of theſe will be eafily known;. if you conſider, 


22 
be : ” . 


- 


4 That Feruſalem was the Metropolis, or chief City, of the 
I; Kingdom of 7udah ; and that theſe Inhabitants of it are 
-| diſtinguiſhed, - not only-from then that wwere-preſent_1n je 
Fi ruſalem and Benjamin; ,and them that pertained to the Chil- 


dren of Tſrael, mentioned in the Context before and after : 

' Ab eo Butallſo from the Elders ſpoken of,:.werſ. 29. who were the 
$1 #1708 Magiſtrates or Members of the great Sanhedrim the Supreme 
exibantin Council, and Court of Judicature, not-unlike to own Parli- 

| 7Cim aments.” Theſe the King gathered together, to adviſe about 
E |  Dr.Lighr. the neceſlary and arduous Matters of the Kingdom, who. 
'Y kg 7: ſpeedily performed their Parts: And therefore theſe inhab:- 
Br Tantsare Chiefly to be underſtood of private Perſons \dwel- 
3 | ling in this City ; and ſuch only I expe& my Hearers tobe, 
B14 and therefore ſhall not be ſolicitous to extend the Words a- 


ny further. | PR 
| Secondly, The Covenant of God, &c. isthe Divine Law, 
28 written in the Books of Moſes and the Prophets, with their 
i | ſolemnly declared Conſent; which gives it'the proper Deno- 


mination of a Covenant. This Book was forind by Hilkiah 
the High-Prieſt in the Temple, and brought to the was £ 
who read.-it in the Ears of the People, both greatand ſmall, 
that were met together in the Houſe of the Lord ; and I=t- 


ring ſolemnly engaged himſelf towalk after the Lord, to _ 


SO I ITE, 397116. 04 IE $16 6 


his Commandments, FR hs Shag themalfo & when " | 
give their Conſent, and is 7 t called the Book of "the 


md was (3 Q 1 4 0 


their God : But themore Noble inhabitants o Feruſalemof- 


Covenant, v.30. And inthe Text, the Covmnunt of God, 
the God of their Fathers; becanfe"it-contains' the Terms bf | 
that Covenant which God made with thei? Fathers; #4 the ,. Ty 4 
manner of its folemn Ratification ; when Moſes E ; 
the ov yon the Altar ,/ and the People, ho Belt 
cheir onifedr; b firing, All that the Lord hath j ſaid, * We 
Will dv; and be Os 

well ſuppoſed; that they Renewed this Covenant 5 ex- 
preſsly engaged themſelves to perform all the words bf it ; 
as its here ſaid, They 4d according to the Covenant of God, 
the God of their Fathers. 

Thirdly," They are chiefly commended here; for doing ac- 
cording to this Covenant; ; which fignifies their faithfu . 
aftrve diligence, by which they excelPd all others : 
whereas the reſt were rather paſſzve to ſuffer the Rofotmativn 
to be carried on, which they could not hinder, and aurfnot 
oppoſe; as its Taid, the King cauſed them by conftraint;" to 
ſtand, or give their Conſent, to the Covenant, and that he 
matle, or compelled them, by ſome neceſſary force upon 
their backward inclinations, to ſerve, even = erve the Lord 


fered themſelves willingly and were ative; both to Reform 
themſelves, and to aſſt all they could to Reform others. 
That they complied with the Covenant, and were at#:veto 
Reform themſelves, is plainly ſignified by this Expreſſion. 
And that it further implies their neceſſary Aſſiſtance to Re- 
form CO will eytdently appear, if we conſider theſe | 
two tn | 

r. That this Glorious Reformer put away al the abchin- 
nations that were ſped in the Land of Judah, and in Feruſa- : King 
lem; and by ajuſt execution of the Law, reclainzed the peo- *3 
ple that were unwilling, and compel'd them 79" ſerve the 
Lord; which he could not do by himſelf alone, Byt ſtood 
in need of formers to afliſt hinr; and we Read of _ 

| B 2 others 
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| | others thatdid fo, but cheſs Ponar td Inhabitants of Jeruſalem: 


| Dori, 1. 


112: That it was a part of the Covenant; : for the Divine 
Law,commanded it; That all the People ſhould aſliſt in the 
Puniſhment of notorious. Offenders, that: could not other- 

' ways be Reclaimed: And we have 20:cauſe to. dowbt; : that 
the Zealous Inhabitants of Jeruſalem did-according to this 
part of the Covenant of God... And their generous aſliſtance 
was Crowned with Glorious Succels,. to ſpread the Refor- 
mation in-an eminent manner thro? the whole Kingdom, 'and 
a ſpecial Mark of the Divine Favour ,;. and.the Hozour'that 
comes from God, is here fix't upon theſe Renown'd inhabi- 
tants of  Zeruſalem. And now from all that hath been laid, 


doth clearly ariſe this. 


Do&.. 1. Zhat it's a ſingular advantage to the Publick Work 
Reformation, and will rgdound to the great Honour of the 
Taxol of the chief City of a Kingdom , when they are 


| uigorou engaged in it, to Reform themſelves, and a others 


5 OS Opportuntty. | 

ution of this Truth, L ſhall only: propoſe; to. your 
hs Ec theſe two Propoſitions that-are, implied , ,' and 
inforce them with-two Arguments that are expreſſly contain- 
ed in it. 
_ JL... '\[ hat when a Publick Refarmation i is, happily begun by 
the Supreme Powers,: and carried on.by.: the juſt: Execution 


of . neceſſary, Laws in that. Caſe made and: provided : - All 
Perſons ſhould not only ſubmit to them, and be aftive to 
Reform themſelves, | but alfo aflift all they can in their ſeve- 
ral-Stations and Capacities to Reclaim others..  -- 

For. to reli and ſeek to be Revenged.on them, who: are 
ready to perform ſuch a kind and needful Office, and ſo 79 
ws. ah Evil for Good ; is helliſh Madneſs, and to Att like 
Devils incarnate ; for- as Chriſt ſays of ſuch: They are of 


| _ their Father the Devil, and the. Lufts of "their Father 190) 


will-do, 20ho.was a Murderer: from the beginning. 

And to be.only-Paſſive,..and tamely ſuffer themſclves to 
be Reclaimed, . or patiently to; bear the juſt- FomQuyens © of 
their 


6 


their\Miſcarriages;-is.hq b 
ao br mike ahe Horſeor Mee thet on be Ile in with Bitt 
tÞ Jt ft5f19 174i! 
Nays To be eltive ouly. to-comply withthe, Pocenss: of 
the Law, and Reformthemfelves, is but humane Prudence, 
and to acquit themielves ancerly : as Men, , thatare-capable - 
Moral Government. NOS) 
| Buti$0-give.a good: Example. by their own cheerful Qbe- 
| dierices; nd vigorouſly endeayous £ to-Reform others alls;,is 
a Noble.a&:of ithat excellent;grace of Charitys which: the 
Chriſtian. Religion doth. indiſpenkbly. require: eo Bag VR 
they imitate God himſelf, 'and a&.like his Childre A 
And, That bis is che neeelaga Duty, novonly of. Mag: 


frates.in Authority. who.muſt not: bear. the Sword 17 vayn ; Fo. 13:4 


but alſo; of, private Perſons 4s:they ,have'Qpportunity. and 
Abilities: 3 their Places and Stations, tobe aidingand afliſt- 
ing, by;their faithful. Informations, . is; Counſels,, focial 
Combinations,vigorous Proſecutions, liberal Contributions, 
and-all'other lawtuland: neceſfary means to Reform a,vitious 
Age. This bathbeen ſo filly;Explained, Proved,Preſs'rand 
Vindicated, inthoſeexcellentDiſcourſesthat have: been Pub- 
liſh't.on this Occafion,. That I ſhall-qnly refer Yau to ſem, 
and-proceed to another;Propoſition implicd here. 

. 12+; That theilnhabitants, of -the chief. City;of., a Kin 
ſhould he the moſt forward 'and ative to.engage wy, po bo 
this Work'; to be the firſt and moſt itluftrious-inſtances of 
ſincere Obedience to the Laws,, by their. own perſonal. Re- 
formation; . andalſo toafliſt, with their utmoſt dihgence, in 
the juſt Execution of them upon Notorious| Offenders, that 
their fellow Citizens being firſt Reclaimed); the whole Na- 
-tion-may be likewiie Reformed: 

— This may well be expe&ed from them, _ ought to > be 
firſt and, beſt acquainted'with the: Laws to be put in Execu- 
tion. And:asthey would be thought, and-are:generally. e- 
Keemed'to be Men of - better Parts, and higher Improve- | 


ments, to have. greater Abilities , and more Adyantages z to 
excet 
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excel others in Wiſdom, Riches 5 Intereſt and Condut , 
and to be intruſted with\many excellent Talents, that qua- 
lify them to be uſeful Inſtruments in ſuch a Work: \Sothey 
muſt give an awful 'and'firi& H{tcomr, how they haveim- 
” provedthem for the Glory of God, and inthe ferpiceof theit 
Generation according to-the eg yoo mou into their 
Hands. PLUYOD Ih 
\ Bar there are two" Argametits expredly: contained ieithe 
Do&rine; that -ate ſufficienttoconfirnt andenforcethis which 
I will briefly mention, and is'all' that] Thall fay-upon- it.” 
I. That their Zealous Endeavours will __ oncymgy 
the Work thro the Nation: And - 
= TH. They will gyeatly-inbbice their-bwn Glore.”. | 
x. It's a ſingular attvantuge #6 the\Publick Work 7 Rofor! 
mation, 'to make it ſpread thre the whole Kingdom, [when 
the Inhabitants of the chief City are vigorouſly engaged in 
it; forthe Glorious Luſtre of their excellent Example, will 
proyoke many toimitate them; ' and the powerful influences 
.of their ſucceſsful Attempts: be quickly diſperſed thro? all 
the Country: For as the Blood circulating thro? the! Heart, 
receives a freſh Vi your and TinCure, which it conveys to 
all parts to repair the Health and Strengthof the whole; fo 
the Trade and Treaſiite of a Nation-doth uſually circulate 
thro' the chief City, and brings there a continual concourſe 
of the moſt aFive people from all Parts, who receivingthe 
= 129-aeng of your Zealous DiligencetoReformthem ; will 
them back and communicate them to others, as the 
ho profitable part of their Traffick. And as' plentiful 
Streams derive their noxious or wholſome Vertues from their 
Springs, andcarry them to all places where they flow; ſothe 
Fountains of Virtue and Vice are uſually found in the chief 
Cities of a Kingdom, and thence diſperſe themſelves thro' 
the whole Land ; for both Profaneſs and the Word of the 


15. I/z.3. Lord went forth from Jeruſalem. Wehave obſerved by fad 


experience, how the Contagion of that Wickedneſs which 
began and reigned in our chief Cities, did quickly wo 


hike nh (7) 
thio'thewhole Nation; and wh O_ the influence of 
your Virtue; when'this Metropolis is Reformed, prevail as 
much, and ſpread as far 7 Let us cleanſe the Fountains, and 
the Sttearns will-run clear. | Surely the good and wiſe King 

Joſiah tek this Courſe; when he firſt cauſed them that were 
eſert itt Feruſaltin to;ftind to'the' Covenant; ' and took"a- 
way all the-abominations that were Spied there ; and 'then 
put awaythelike'abominations, out of all the Countries that 

pertained to the Children of Uael, and made them to ſerve 

the Lord; ' And now, -if -ever'we expett-a- general 'Refor- 
mation of this Kingdom ;\ it muſt begin and receive its ſuc- 
celsfittVigour by your Zealous endeavours in this 'Ciry. Be ' 
ſtrong therefore all ye People, and be Aftive, ye Inhabitants 
of our Jeruſalem, that ye may have the Honour of being 

the happy Reformers, not only of one: City; 'but alſo'of a 

whole Nation; ' 'This brings me to'the ſecond'Argumentto 

Encourage ant Quicken your Diligence; which'ss,-. | 
2. That it will redound to'your own immortal Glory. The 

Work it ſelf is Honourable, 'to Vindicate the Glory of * the 

Blafphemed Natne:of| God, and the Honour.of his broken 

Laws-and deſpiſed /Government'; to .Conquer the Devils 

Kingdom; ' and Vanquiſh all the ruleing Powers of \Dark- 

neſs; to'reſtrain Lewd and Prophane Sinners from their de- 

{truCtiye Courſes, and reſcue them; as far as you can, from 

their eyerlafting Perdition; to repair-the almoſt funk Credit 

of our Holy-Profeſfion,* and reſtore Religion to its Primi- 
tive Power and Purity; to prevent, if poſlible, .the direfal 

Executions of impending Judgments;. and derive many laſt- 

ing Bleſſings upon the Nation : This is the Work you are 

engaged in; theſe and ſuch like are the Glorious Effe&s and 

Tenonics of it ; which are-greater than-all- the Victories 

of "Alexander, who having Conquered the World, conld 

not Reform one Perſon; No, not himſelf. Andallthe fwel- 
ling "Titles of the moſt Renown'd Hero's on Earth, are flat, 
and not'to be compared with the Honourable Name of Zea- 
lous Reformers. *Tis God himfelf, rhe Fountain of alt 
& | | Glory, 
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Glory; :Who-confers this Honour:upon you, ;ant,doth 


Vid. Ar. 
; FEmlins 
| Reform. 


Sermon, 


HM 'Re- 
cord your Names in-his Book;./as he-did-the NobleInhabi- 
tants of - Zeruſalem ;) where they ſhall be more'durable'than 
if they were-ingraven-0n, Brafs or Marble.'' You are Ho- 
nourable in his Accouft;] andhe!will-make others'to Eſteem 


you ſo; for he hath{et you-upon High Placesto beſeen'and 


admired by all;' You A&-ina City fer upatra Hill, that. your 
Light :may ſo ſhine before Men., that they ſteing your good 
works,” may Glorify your Father which 'is in Heaven:.. You 
moveinoneof ourhigheſt-Orbs; that yau-maydiſperſe your 
influerices farther; ;anddfi you turn: many: Righteauſneſs, 
ſhall be. Tzafſlated mack fughet', to. foe, as: the Srars. for 

But;\ This Argument hath been ſo excellently Diſcourſed 
and wellimproyed.already,toexciteyourZealousNiligence; 
that-I willgot-furtlicranfaft upon itz] And vetys; I find'ir 
ſo hard to ſay anythinguponithis $SybjeR, charhathnotbeen 
miiCh .better\ expreſled: by others ; .; that I will: leave this 
Dodtrine as.it is,' with'what I -have faid upon it; | and before 
I. come to the Application will ſeek for, and raiſe another, 
from two-principal Circumſtances af. the. Fexty which.are 
the rtevedent: Occaſion; and conſequent 116-6. this Refor: 


 mition;'that the-Inhabitants-of *Zerwſalem wete ſo Adivein. 


&. 27» 28- 


1. The antecedent Occafion: of it was:their danger of the 
Wrath of :God;-iwbich 'was: ſo expreſſly, threatned; againſt: 
them; that ir's-ſpokeii of@.-2;: as already pore pet upon: 
them: ' This -broke-the tender-Heart of: govdr;7ofrg/y [that 
ht' Rent: this Cloaths;: and:bumbletd hunſelf-before Gods: with 
penitential -Tears;; and; was therefore aſſured by a Meſſage 
from the Lord; :That his eyes ſhould not ſee all the Evil that 
he woidd bring upon. that. Place, and the. Inhabitants;of 48. 
But.knowing that he muſt uſe the:means,-and that.none.was 
niore neceſſary than'a thoro':Reformation;7 he appliaq.him- 
{lf effectually to it. . He 'gathers the/Elders, and 'calfs t 
People together.; cauſed them to enter;into a folemn- Cove- 
nant; - and made them.to put away their ans Ho 

t erye 
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mighbbe averted; :and upon this: Occ: lon; ) os ous Th 
habicants-of Jernſalew were more ative than pvp to do © 
according to the\Covenanr,. and would have been happily 
delivered, if. they had: been as fincere-atid conſtant in "it! as. 
their King WAS/ UN KIIm SY 
Bas Sccoidly} Bohold' the \onldhvent inks of alt this; 
thatiit was not {ufficient/to appeaſe the incenſed Wrath of a 
provoked. God, and to free them wholly from the dieadfu} 
effeacof ic; Forafter d'large Deſcription'6f the great fuc- 
celsofihiis Gloriens Reformationyits Kings <<.25. from 
tho beginningt09.225! it immediate! Sogn 26; Thitt 
notwnthſt nding the" Lord turned not from the flerceneſs of his 
great Wrath, wherewith his Anger wat kindfed againſt fu- 
dah; Becauſe of "th the That Min: Bag pro- 
ooked hin withal."* And the event Vas Hifivemable"to this 
terrible Denunciation ;/ when! their Canis lad attefly de- 
ſ6late, their Ciry-and Temple wholly Deſtroyed; the greats 
eſt part of their Mar oh cruell ually Slain z andthe reſt carried m- 
to'a.miſcrable 'Ca kept there TYRES Wand tes 
dibus-7or Years: Ales yep inly Obſer DE IS 
-. 2d Dat: That an exttima} Reformiition begun v5 he thief 
City, and carriedon with great ſwrceſs thro” the' Kine dom; 
is 'theonees(flar races: #8 probeny 3 mt muy [ormetimes effettit- 
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waited to þe gracious to them, rewarded their preſent At- 
3 tempts,' and made a further 'Tryal of their certnge andcon- 
= Rom. 2. + ſtancy in this Reformation. But, becauſe they deſpiſed the 

| 9. Riches of his goodneſs and forbearance, and long ſufiering that 

Þ: ſhould have led them to Repentance : After ther Hardneſs 
and impenitent Hearts , they Treaſured up unto themſelves 

Wrath againſt:the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of "the 
Righteous Fudgment of God, whorendered to them at. laſt ac- 

cording to their Deeds : Therefore, 1 oO 

_ 2. Such an external Reformation, is not always ſufficient 

co deliver a ſinful Nation fromthe Calamities which-they 

have long provoked a Jealous God to threaten-againtt them : 

For there may be ſuch DefeCs ina Reformation of this Na- 

ture, that will render italtogether ineffeQual toprocure their 

Pardon, and freedom'from hisrighteous Judgments: -:Sothat: 

I will next enquire.,what were the fata} DefefFs of this great 
Reformation, and the Cauſes of their conſequent Miſcries, 
notwithſtanding all that was done to eſcape them; and will 

only mention theſe two. .. i SIS 10 3160 1 

Fer. 3. 6 T. They turned not-to:the; Lord with their whale Heart, 

7 but feignedly:. as they: are reproved by Feremiah when: he: 
Propheſied in the days of Foſ/ah the King. ' And there ap- 
| .. 2 Kings pears too much Evidence for ſuch a Charge in the Hiſtory 

= ***” of his Reformation. For tho! the upright Jofiah turned 7o 
the Lord with all his Heart, and with all his. Soifl, and with 

all his Might: Yet the generality of the People hadno Heart 

&:.., tf the Work, but were forced to it, and went no farther 

24 32,33, than the Beaſt: for it's ſaid, that he cauſed them toiftand 

to the Covenant, and made them to ſerye;, - even taſervethe 

2 Kinzz Lord; which they had no mind to:do,” if they:had-notbeen: 
*3%.,, compelled to it. * For what is ſaid,” 2: Kzngs, 23.73. That 

X! kh they did it with all they Heart. and all thezr Soul; ſeemsto 

** # beadefeCt in our Tranſlation; for there is no fuch Relative 

- G4: a, Particle in the Original,' and the Grammatical-Conftniction 
31. neceſſarily refers it to.the King alone, 'forhe is thebalyPer- 
1339 #27 fon ſpoken of in the beginning of the Sentence: . And ſo it 
waz%2 1s applied to him only in v. 31 of this Chapter,” where the 
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Afﬀfix is uſed-in the Singular Number, and thus Tranflated; _ . 7 
that #he King ſtood in his Place, and made a Covenant before 73 
the Lord, to walk after the Lord, to keep his Command- 
ments, Teſtimonies, and Statutes, with all his Heart, and. 
with all his Soul. But the People were not ſincere, and no 
ſuch Commendation 1s given of them; for they ſtill loved 
their former Sins, tho? they left them for a while; and there- 
fore quickly turned to them again when the reſtraint was ta- 
ken off in the ſucceeding Reigns: And a Fealous God who 
judges according to the Aﬀecttions of Mens Hearts, 'would' 
not de impoſed upon by their outward temporary Profeſli-' 
on; but doth*charge' their Sins uvon them ſtill, continues 
his Threatnings againſt them, and at laſt executes upon 
them all the Judgments they deſerved. - 

2. They made no Publick Confeſſion of their groſs and mul- 
tiplied- Sins, nor gave any Signs of a National Repentance 

for them; which the Prophet doth plainly inſinuate to be 
their dangerous Negle&, when heexhorts them, Fer. 3.13. 

Only acknowledge thine Iniquity that thou haſt tranſgreſſed a- 

gainſt the Lord thy God, uf haſt ſcattered thy Ways: and 

ye have not obey d my Yoice, ſaith the T,ord. "They compli- 
cd with the Command of the King, to Reform ; but neg- 
le&ted the Calls of God, by his Prophets, to Repent. And 
this 1s alſo obſervable in the Account we have of their 
Reformation ; that tho* the tender-hearted Joſiah rent his 
Cloaths, and humbled himſelf with Tears before the Lord ; 
yet [we do not read of any one more that did ſo. And 
tho' the Inhabitants of Jeruſalem acquitted themſelyes like 2 Cr. 34- 
Men, and were aCtive to reform themſelves and others; yet as 
moſt of them came ſhort of being Penitent Saints, and Par- 
doned Sinners. They were prevailed with to forſake their 
Sins, but not to expoſe them by an open Acknowledgement of 
their Iniquities. Being over tender, it may be, of their 
own, and the Reputation of the former wicked Reigns, they 

1 were willing to be reformed, without any publick Humilia- 

q - tion. or expreſſions of their Grief and Shame, for their ma- 
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| ih - ful Reformations.b 
Fe 9. the. People joyned, with: | 
"A and. Penttentia Serrows for their Sins.” "And-this the Pro- 


E So David Zeremiah ſuggeſts to.them as moſt-neceſlary to! juſtifie 
: Ze $14 get. in his ER. and;the owly effeQtual means-to turn 
I away;-his Wrath, from, them.and procure'bis, Pavour..,. The 
: Guile of Sin, Or its *Aval Obligation to Puniſhment, doth 
always remain till it's removed. by. a. Repentance ſuitable to 
the Nature,of it: So that private Repentance may.be ſuffici- 
ent; for.the Pardon of = es Sins; , but National Provocati- 
ons, require ſome. publick, Atts of Repentance' to vindicate 
the Glory of God. and prevent the Execution of National 
Judgments. And therefore, becauſe they. did not 'glorifie. 
God.by.a Publick Confeſſun;of their Iniquities;..he glory ea 
himſelf u pon them. by their General DeſtryQzon.,- 
Theſe were, the twofatal DefeQs in Foſtah's Reformation; I 
That tho' it was ſucceſsful to delay, yet theſe made it ineffe- 
ftual to deliver them <wholly from the juſt Executionsof Di- 
vine Vengeance. And now, what remains»but" to make 
Apricati- fome Application. 1. By ſuggeſting toyou ſome cauſes of 
nt our Fears. 2. By ſhewing you the Grounds of our Hopes,. 
concerning the Iſſue of our preſent [Reformation. 3; By 
giving ſome. Diref10ns how. you. ſhould behave your ſelves, 
that if it be poſſible, we may eſcape the Calamities thatour: 
National Sins have deſerved. I ſhall begin with. the firſtof 
theſe, by comparing our Condition with that-of' Judah; 
and if we ſhall find, upon inquiry, that ours js like:to theirs, . 
nay, if .ours appears to be much: worle, what: reaſon then 
ſhall we have to fear, that we are {till in danger of ithe Mi- 
_ we deſerve? And 
. The chief and fundamental cauſe -of our Fear is, the 
ens Provocations <ve have been guilty of,” which are tootoo 
| like the Sins of Zudah, if they do not exceed; and deſerve 
feverer Judgments than were inflicted upon them. Andtho' 
{ might run the Parallel much farther-backward, yet I ſhall. 


confine 


of bi peat 
againſt Judah, 
provoked him withal , 15. e. "The Nt 
werecommitted in” his: Reign ; coon d '1n- 
fluence by- his Cominand ahd Example ;" at conti- 
nued chrotgh the much ſhotter, bat as wicked Reign 'of 2. | 
01 his Succeſſor: And hath'not* - E rofligate Wickedrel 
and Impiety, © the' popes _ ef ant f Pewdnck, of 
the two late Reignis been work T have not time to. 
mention- either' of Fen nor” Llembi Ges - rien: both toge- 
ther. "You may' do it your' ſelves 1 youll read 2" Kings, 
21 <<: and 2 Chron.. 33 <h. And confider what hath . been 
ated of late ii! theſe” Gngdoims'; forwhich'Gvd 1 may as {- 
verely pinifft us: as he did Fudah for their Sins. , 
The 24 canfe of our Fear. 1s from'the Di Yonſations of 
Gods Patience; who hath” long ſpared ui, aud hu Patience 
been as oft abuſed by us: So that this may be the lalt Tryal. 
he will take of us; and if'we ſtiltprovoke him to anger. 
nity reſolve tb/ paſs by us no'miore. Par this was the, caſe 
of Fudah; as it's repreſented by the Propheſic of Am. 7. 
7. 8. That he'firſt threatned to ſend the Graſs-hoppers to 
devour them; but'at the Interceffion of the Prophet, the 
Lord reported; and remoyed them: ' And again he called to 
contend by Fire'; bitt this alſo; ſhall not be; ſaith the Lord. 
Ahd laſt 'of all he appears with a Plumb-Line, to take a 
ſtricter Account/of them, ,” and declares that he will not paſs 
by them any more; ' And hath notthe Lord been dealing fo. 
with us. when hedeliveredus from the Spaniſh Armadothat 
appeared as Sea-monfeers ready to devour us, but proved like 
Graſs-hoppers cafily diſperſed? And from the Gun-Powder 
Plot that threatned to contend by Fire? but this alſo ſhall 
nor be, ſaith the' Lord, And hath not he repeated theſe 
Warnings by the Peſtilence and Fire. that made a very great 
Deſtruction; but not a full end of 'us? Nay, hath he not 
trippled 


2K by Ow CS" 
& A $8 It 


; Tippley, them by the horrid Irsſo Rebellion in 41, and 
ne 
our late Dangers that were like'to have been-more Fatal to 
us, if a Patient God. had not ſeafonably interpoſed to deliver 
and reſtore us to this happy State in which-we have another 
opportunity to reform and repent, that we may. eſcape-the 
laſt Effe&s of his DeſtruQtive Vengeance? And if we-don't 
improve it aright, we have cauſe to fear what may'be the 
dreadful Iflue of ſuch a Fatal Negle&... ..-- 2 65 
A 3d Cauſe of our Fear.1s, That wery few. are ſmcere and 
hearty in the Work of Reformation begun. amony #5 : Alas" 
this is too evident to be.doubted; for tho' ſome Zealonus 1n- 
megan our Jeruſalem are aftiveto promote'it: yet they 
are but a ſmall number; and, how many are 'very backward 


zl Wars that threatned our Diſſolution? Andaalſo by 
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and unwilling to be engaged in it? nay, what vaſt Multi- 
tudes do ſtill reſiſt, and at beſt, -are only. Paſſtve, and mult 
be forced to comply. with it; but do {till love their Sins, 
which they are compell'd to leave; and-are ready to return 


to them again, if Reſtraints wete-remoyed. Your Experi- 
* ence doth ſadly prove this, ſo that I need not fay any more. 
of it, to convince ſuch as you are, of this reaſon of our fear. 
_The4th Cauſeof our Fearts, Thewant of National Repen- 
tance, and publick Acknowledgements of the great mymuities 
that have abounded in theſe Kingdoms. We'have had ſome 
days of Humiliation upon other: Occaſions ;.. but there hath 
not yet been ſo much asa. general Confeſſion. of the grievous 
Sins of the Two laſt Reigns. Whether we have been too 
tender of their Reputation or our own, it's certain we have 
not expoſed them opcnly, and humbled our ſelves forthem, 
with grief and ſhame before the: Lord ; which 1s neceſſary 
to vindicate the Glory of God, and deliver us from a Nati- 
onal Deſtruction : For tho' a patient God may ſpare 
the worſt of particular Sinners in this Life, becauſe he 
will repay them fully in that ro come ; -yet Nations will 
not appear as ſuch to be judged and puniſhed in the next 
World; and therefore cannot eſcape the direful OR of 
vine 


A5th Cauſe that increaſes our-Fear,. a6 1t:aggravates our 
Guiltand Danger is,what Fudah'isaccuſcd for,Fer.:3:6,8, 10. 
That when She had, ſeen. all that God had done-to Back-ſliding 
Iſrael, yet her treacherous. Siſter Judah-feared not,” and turn- 

ed to:the Lord but feignedly,' and not with the whole Heart. 
And have. we not as doleful Inſtances of the ſad: Deſolations 
of other Proteſtant Churches whom the Lord hath made to 
drink; very: deep-of the Cup of-hisIndignation? -and.may 
he'not cauſe.us.to.drink of the:Dregs of it? A Jealous God 
is. on: his way, and begun to puniſh others, and ſhall we 
eſcape? What-reaſon- have we to- fear the laſt-and moſt te. 
rible Effects of his Wrath, if we do not fearandturn tothe- 

--Lhe 6th: Cauſe of our Fear 4s, That we come fo-far. ſhort 
of the Reformation in | —_ days: And if he executed the 
fierceneſs of his Wrath uponthem, notwithſtandingall their: 
ſucceſsful Attempts toreformthe Nation, - what ſhall become- 
of us,-;who-have not extended-the;Reformation ſo faras they: 
did, either as-to:;the Places and Perſons that were reformed; 
or the Sins that were ſuppreſſed? 

L. As to the Places and Perſons that were reformed. 'The 
Reformation in Zoſiah's Reign was not confined to the City: 
of, Feruſalem, 'and thoſe of Benjaminthat were preſent in it; 
but extended toall the Cities of Fudah and Benjamin: Nay, 
their Zeal carried it to all the Countrys that pertainedtothe 
Children of 1frael, to Bethel, and the Cities of Samaria, 
that were not dire&ly ſubje& tothe. Kings of Judah: But 
it may. be,-that afrer the”Ten Tribes were carried Captives, 
ſome of Judah T ranfplanted themſelves, and made Colo- 
nies there; which gavean advantageto the Zealous King of 
Fudghtoſupprels their Idolatries, and cauſe them alſo to: ſerve, 
eves to ſerve the.Lord. But alas! we have cauſe to lament 
it,..that: few, other Cites do follow your. Pious Example, 
and a very ſmall part of the Country is yet reformed. Our 
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Plantations abroad are ſtill:\a-Reproachto-our Nation and 
Religion by their inſolent Wickedneſs and uncontrouled 
Impieties: And nothing is yet done'to reclaim the Natives 
of this Kingdom from their Abominations: and, it way 
be, thatfor this Sinthey have been ſo often the Rod of God's 
Anger to.corre&t us; and if we {till negle& their Souls, they 
may become the Sword of his Vengeance to deſtroy us: 

2. We come as far ſhort of their Reformation, with re- 
ſpett to the Sins that were ſuppreſt: for all the Abominations 
that<wwere ſpied inthe Land of Judah and Jeruſalem 5 and that 
were in all the Countries of the Children of l{rael; did they 
put away, and reſtored/ their Religious ' Worſhip: to its 
greateſt Purity, according to all the Law of Moſes: Sothat 
their Reformation ſeemed to be-perfe&t'in this Reſpect ; 
but ours is very defective, for it hath not-yet beenextended 
ſo: far.  And'many' great Sins, which our Penal Laws do 
not reach, are ſtill committed with Impunity;-'and thoſe 
that are puniſhable do often eſcape: Some Perſons pretend 
to a Prerogative aboye the Laws:'of God and Man, to pro- 
" phane the Sabbath. How! much precious time's finfilly 
miſpent in Ale-houſes: and Taverns; thro” the? Week? and 
ſome are not aſhamed to be found in them on the Lord's 
Pay., if they are not catcl'd there in-the ſhort time of -Di- 
vine. Service: Nay, what Curling and Sweating,' Perfary- 
and \Blaſphemy , Oppreſſion and Injuſtice,, -Lewdneſs and” 
Prophaneneſs, &&c. are" ftill abounding/ amohg-us ?- And: 
many are impudent to ſerve the Devil by ſuch Wickednefs, 
when few are Zealous for God, toigive-Information, and 
put the Laws in Execution apainft them: And-if they did” 
5-29 not eſcape that were ſo:-much more: reformed; 'what (ſhall: 

become of. ſuch a /inful- Nation as this? $\, 10.851 

'The 7th and laft Cauſe-of our Fear: that I will mention, 
is from the many other Sins which abound among us,” that 
cannot eaſily be reſtrained by Humane- Laws, -nor-fall un-- 
der ſuch a Reformation. As many-Back-ſhdingwand/De- 
clentions jn the Ways of God; great Formalityand Hypo- 
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wiſic. in his, Worſhip; Murmuring- Complaints, and Dif: * Cr. 14 3 
content at-.the Providence of God; Diyitions and Conten- + | 
tions among Profeſſors: The Sins of Sedowy as Pride, ful- _ 16. 


ws of + Bread ,. and abundance of Idleneſs ; Love of the 
orld, and Covetouſneſs which is Idolatry, &c.' For 
theſe, and fuch like-Sins; may the Wrath of. God be pour- 
ed out.upon a People;, and ſo much of themis foundamong 
us that may juſtly increaſe our Fears; that notwithſtanding 
all our Reformation, the Lord may not turn from the fierce- 
neſs of his Wrath, wherewith his Anger 1s kindled againſt 
5 3 &C. rey 1 0p te | ; x TP 
_ . But ſome. may poſlibly think, that theſe things are unſea- 0jeip. 
ſonable upon this Occaſion, and Obje#F, . that they expected 
only Encouragements: to this Work: and behold ! I have 
diſcouraged them altogether; for to what purpoſe ſhall they 
be a&tive-in..it, if notwithſtanding all they do, we are ſtill 
in danger? and how.can they be diligent. that are poſſeſſed 
Anſwer 1.. If there be ſuch real grounds of Fear, it's nei- !: *: 
ther ſafe nor-prudent to conceal, and. be iguorant of them + . 
for the Judgments we fear will nexther come ſoqner, nor be 
greater, 'becauſe theyare foreſeen and diſcerned at adiftance : 
Every, wiſe. Perſon will deſire to know his Danger : For the ,,_ _. 
Prudent Man. fdfeſeeth the Evil, and hideth himfelf, but 3 © 
the Simple paſs on, :and are puniſhed. | 
2:. True Zeal will not he diſcouraged, but rather animated Av. = 
by apprehenfions of Danger , as true, Valour never appears ſo - 
much as in the moſt hazardous Attempts. It's a puſillani- 
mous Spirit that ſhrinks at the appearance of Danger, and 
ſinks under its own Fears : Nay, ſuch Fears will rather ex- 
cite the moſtaCtive Endeavours,; and ſhould make the Sloth-. 
ful diligent , and the Coward couragious. . Perſons, in a 
Storm need no other Motive to excite them to the uſe of 
all means for their Safety, than a Senſe of their Perilous 
Condition: their Danger is ſufficient to provoke their Di- 
ligence.; and we neyer labour ſo: hard and ſucceſsfully as 
| —_ - nn 
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when we work: oith Fear and "Trembling.” "So thit theſtate 
roper Motives to excite your' Zeal, and Yrlighery you Di- 
ligence in this Work; /© 
3. *Tis not a Prijpets of the Avent, but a Senſe of Dit, 
that doth chiefly determine Upright Perſons in their vertuous 
Attempts: for whatever be the Hue of them; "tis their'de- 
fire to b&-fornd Faithful in the* way « of- Dary:” And as it 
hath been ſafficiently provet to be your © ity } 340 It 
may be a tryal of your Sincerity ; "if in'the fate; and over 
the fears of all Danpers; you are \conſtant and vigorous in 
> Work of Reformation. | ha 
you re Sintere #nd- Pealous in this Work; you ſhall 
wt your Reward; which doth-nivr deperi@ upon yout 
Succeſs, but your faithful Diligence in it. And, poſing 
the worſt char your Fears can fuggeſt, concerning the Tfuc 
of it; the Eord:will hy = Ree Labonrs, and make you 
Honourable ; you'may deliver your own'Souls, Have gredt 
. Peace, and ho es of Everlaſting Glory. Tour Wi ork 15 with 
w God, and you" ſhall-be Glorious in his Eyes. 

Tho wal be fuch rauſes of Fear to make you ſerions, 
yet Hire are'alfo Mode I to entourdpe and make you 
cheerfid in this Wark. very critical Setfort in'which 
God keeps us upon, our boa Bikarictc! that you may be 
cantious and. carefuf to a _D your ſelves to him in what 

ou do; we have treſpa _— the Lord, and therefore 
. thould be afriid of his!! udgments. Yet nm There is hope 
in Tfraet toncerning this thing + Now, therefore'let ms make 2 
Covenant” with our God, and put away all our Iniqnities, 
ant let it be done according n the Law: Arife, for this mat- 
ter belongeth unto yon ; be of good Courage, and do it: For, 
Secondly, Tn the.next place I will ſhow you what are the 
prounds of our Hope concerning the iſſue of this Reforma- 
_ and your generous Eabours itr it. And © ©? 

Ton may lengthen out your Tranquility, procare a long 
Ricki, aud delay the Execation of threatned Fudgments 
for a great while. You know not how far you may m_ 

wit 


with a patient. $64; who avs ola vin GD a ſin-- 
ful Nation; but never poured ourtils Wrath-upofi'a refortn- 
ing Peopte:.\.We'may hope to 'eſcaps whilſtifach/Zealonus 
Reformets/ſnrvive:'and (as it was promiſed to Joſiah) Tow 2.0 34 
ba; be gathered to the Grave in Peace, that: your Byes may 

or fee -at-vhe Evil that. he will bring upon this Plate, and 
ep Tababitants of iti. | Atid 4S' Gidenduch: — 

we 20:'x9. Gould 3s the? Word of the Lid; 'uhd 

is'#s — uf Peare and Truth ben my days? 'So it's good 
atid worth alt your Labours, if you-prolong'-Peace and 
'Fruth as my as you live ; | and they. may'be continued 
miuch 1on / And m'the meantime, thow: much good 
may be dc a chloe: matyy ttiay be converted and Eternally 
faved? Some'may be prepared for their ſhare of thoſe Try- 
als, and become def to ſupport and comfort Sthers., and 
preſerve ſenſe of Religion under then all. Nay; your 
faithful' Diligence may have a- farther /influence 5' to 
bate the violence ; and ſhorten the continuance of thoſe 
itiferies, and-procure an 'Tffuc our of them, and're- 
ſtore a more proſperous State aftertheyare paſt. \ Such have 
been the bleſſed Effects of the like Attempts, and'may be 
{0/again:; for the God you ferve' is as Patient and Long- 
ſaffering, as Merciful and Gracious, as-ever: 

2. Tour Zealons Endeavonts may be Crowned with much 
greater Suceeſs; 'and prevail fo far as to remove all the 
Cauſes of our Fears, and fupply all the defetts of this Refor- 
mation ; - that it may become cffcctual at aft, to avert the 
Judgments threatned againſt us altogether : For hath not 
the Work proſpered im your hands hitherto beyond all Mens 
Expettations ? and who knows whereunto it may grow ? 
and who would not take Encouragement to perfevere:and 
encreaſe their Diligence , when they find by glad Experi- 
ence that their'Labours are not int vain? It's very obſervable, 
what freſh Enconragement and great Advantages you have 
obtained wpon every Occaſion of this nature: For evenfince 
the laſt time you have found that the Lord ts with Jort while 2 Chro. 15. 
D 2 nou © 
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204 are with bins: *For by your Zealous Diligence, and'the 


large Bounty that was liberally contributed to this Work, 
you haye been ſucceſsful in proſecutingthoſeLotteryGames 
that had the pretence;of, Authority to ſupport them.-- And 


- whatcan ſtand before.your vigorous Zeal? How much Leud- 


neſsand Prophaneneſs hath been ſuppreſt inthis City?And we 


| aretold-of conſiderable Progreſs that is. made in other. places; 


Fech, 4. Ty 
8, 9, 10. 


Our King, like the great-Fofah,hath called theElders toge- 
ther, and effeQually recommended it tothem-inParliament; 
and they ' have made* good Laws to promote it :.- Some 
Judges do earneſtly recommend it to the Juſtices of Peace, 
and Magiſtrates in their Circuits, and greatly encourage.the 
Execution of them. -., Some Perſong of confiderable Intereſt 
both in- Church and State in England, begin warmly to c- 
ſpouſe it, and (00 we are told) they expreſs their Regret, 
that they have ſo long negle&ed it, and ſuffered meaner 
Perſons to get the Honour of it, You have the Almighty 
God on your ſide; whoſe Work you do; -and who makesit 
to- proſper : So that Mountains become Plains before you ; 
and therefore let none deſpiſe the day of ſmall things ; for he 
that laid the Foundations of this Work way alſo finiſh it, and 
brmg forth the head Stone thereof with Shoutings; crying, 
Grace, Grace unto it. os | 

3. A Spirit of ſerious Prattical Religion ts poured out 
4pon many ; and:that which doth very much encourage our 
Hopes, that God hath ſome kind thoughts of Love and Peace 
for the riſing Generatian, '1s, that plentiful meaſures of itare 
fallen upon many young Perſons ; who are combined toge- 
ther in ſeveral Societies for the Exerciſes of Godlineſs; and 
they are all continually praying for you: nay, you have the 
Prayers of all the Godly for your Succeſs. 

And is it not from the ſame Spiritof Peaceand Love, that 
there is ſuch a bleſied Harmony and Agreement among them 
of difterent Perſuaſionsin other matters; who conſpire joynt- 
ly together to carry on this Excellent Work ? And I hope, 
when ſome unreaſonable Jealouſies and Prejudices are worn 

off, 
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off, that it will procure'a greater Union,'which-the:envious 
endeayouts'of ſome: ſpiteful Men' ſhall not be able- to pre- 
vent.' No iſmall meaſures-of a Spirit of Zeal have alſq been 
poured forth upor? ſome Magiſtrates and'Inhabirants'of this 
City, and the-'Work hath- proſpered in their Hands, no? by 
Might , nor by Power, ' but bythe _ of the: Lord. * And 
how-neceſſary-und effe&ual ſuch: Divine Aſliſtances are.'to. 


perfe&'this Work hath been ſufficiently proved in a farmer y;4 1, | 

diſcourſe of this nattire; *and-ourth are excecdingly rai- Weld's .' 3 

ſed by the ſucceſsful appearances of them. |__| a, 
4. The preſent Revolution of Providence we are fallenun- mon. 


der, doth alfo'entourage. our: Hopes: for if" We underſtand a- 
ny thing of the" Apocalyptick Writings, the Antichriſtian/ 
Kingdon-is begun to fall, and; will [create decline'to'its 
total Diſſolution ; and the Churches of Chrift muſt propor- 
tionably advance to their beſt; and moſt flouriſhing: Cond:- 
tion : And tho? theiWirneſſes :may-be ſlain, Fw in 
one. Street. of .the 'gveat City , and _ ſhall fol 

to a betteriState.: All Aﬀuairs in the'\ 

concur to' the :accompliſhment of theſe PrediCtions ; and 
now the Wheels.of his Chariots ſeem to move very ſwiftly, 
and make haſte; by the frequentgreat changes inthe World, 
to perform ſome-glorious Work that he hath deſigned forthe 
great Happinefs.of his People. And beirig\well/affured, that 
we haveeſpouſed his Cauſe, andare apart of histrue Church, 
we may comfortably expe&t, that he who hath done ſuch won- 


ders forusalready, todeliver usfrom the very brink of Ruin, 


and reſtore us to'all the Priviledges we enjoy, -'will perfe&t 
his Work; and bring to paſs the great deſigns of his Provi- 
' dences and your Endeavours, which appears to be the fame. 

5. There is an amazing Providence of late that gives fur- 
ther Encouragement to'our great Hopes ; which I will briefly 


mention, vV:Z. That afterall: the Confuſions and Wars that” 


have been in moſt Nations of the World, we are ſaddenly 


ſurprized with an Univerſal Peace. He hath made Wars to Pe 46: 9. 


ceaſe to the ends of the Earth. And uſually ſuch a Diſpen- 


ſation 


& n riſe again” x- 
ortd muſt effectually:s, 1: 


fation- 5-adcompanyied: with ſome great deliverance, or ad- 
vancemeanitiof the Church as there have berri many Inſtan- 

ces; patticularly. . The Retgrof-Selpmon \Was the time of 
greateft:Peace att higheſt Advancement of the Chutch un- 

der the Qld: Teſtament. In the Reign of Dirins, when the 

Zech. 1. Tetaple was rebuilt, and. the Church moſt. reformed, all he 
” Earth was flill, and .ot t4/h'-In thedays of Awgiiftres, when 
436 26-6 of fans War har og 8 demple of Faber wes Thurs Our 
' be ſours bu which fe eos ates LardJekus Chriſt came into the World, 
| verfal Peace thro' the World; andthis, ang lad the Foundations of 'the Goſpel 


. > & 


; | tw #hird _ .of OO : «.Chuare h. An d Conftan time the Great = 
ſtored: Peace: to.the Empirey-\and; great: Proſperity..to the 
Church of God!: And whiar niay-we:now/expect will bethe 

- Huerof: fuch a fudden [charige: of | Aﬀains: 3m the World? 
How quickly is the Scene altered, ahd the moſt hoſtile Na- 
tions agreed. an. a general Peace 2 Surely, be hath huſh't the 
Workdinto this, quiet ebnditions beaute'he about ta do 

_ .. - ſome: great thing: for-the good of 1his-Ghutchy;, and' a re- 

. forming Peopleſhall have theilargeſt ſlizrc of ſuch Bleſſings. 
6; * F-isnofſmaltgroundof our hapes in the laft place, thar 

a day. of Solemn Humiliation hath been lately obſerved in 
moſt Protqftaht Ghatches abroad; and in our Neighbouring: 
Lands; and; is howappointed/in'fthis Kingdom by a publick 
Proclamation': That we 'md4y ley to Heartithe Sins and Suf- 
terings of our perſecuted Brethren, aud.-depretate the Fudg- 
ments which. our manifold Sins and Provecations have moſt 
juſtly deſerved. And. if we'unprove fuch art happy Seafon, 
only to acknowledge owr Iniqutties' wherem: we have tranſ- 
Lreſt, and timn to the Lord with wir whole Heart ;- we ſhall 
{upptly. the two fatal defects of Fofahr's Reformation., and 
may lng ſuch Judgments as befel the Fews: who knows 
what ſfuch-a day may bring forth 2- Jet every one-act their 
part, and proyokeoneandther in/a.pubhck Confefhion of the: 
notorious Sins we are: till griilty of; that by a Natroxal Re- 
pentance, Gods Wrath may be turned away, his Favour and 
the, Bleflings of it procured, our Fears prevented, and our 
= 3 Hopes 
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Sic it 
Hiperadsihare:: And'this-leads:me:te the lating 0- 
poſed by way of 'Applitation ;) which is;'.. v L 
$1 & 2 'Togive you fomedirettions how: itch vixen, 45 Apples: ; 
rhatiif'ir be pollible,. we may bc.delivered from the deſtru-- = 
ive Evils'our Sins'have deſerved: And'beczuſe every Dil- 
couds:of this: Nucie hath-abounded ary them, iT _—_ 
ulony mention onty:chofe: few!.' 2 » 1/177, 

"Firſt, Have a'dwe Regard untoGod, life Canſ wills Dired. t. 
efpouſed. Have ſincere Reſpe to his' Glory as your End, 
and his Wordas your Rater Vas Pray earneſtly for his Counſel, 
Aﬀiſtanceand Blotting; dndbolureto nichdh him far yotir 
God; ÞY making 4 Solemm Covenant with'him:;I meannoc; 
x National 'one,: which'yourcanmort do withoin the:concur- 
renceof Pablck Awthgriry, butaPetſonal one;tbſecurean In- 
tereſt in him thro” 7e/14 Chrif*. For what will it avail you, 
roreformorhay from theit publickgrols Sins, if youpetith-ar | 
Haft for Your own ſocrer Hypocrifie.. 1s vhs rejvyce not, that ;; 2-000 T6 
Spirits are ſubjett #6 you; but rather os that' your Nomis | 
ave written in Heaven. 
- Secondly; Guat apuinſt thoſe Sins 708 atemoſt i in ger Dired. 2, 
aid Have been oft wanzed-of; as Pride, Vain-Glory, private 
Revenge, Prejudiges; Slavith Feats, Cowardly Withdraw 
ings,” Raſh andiregulde Aerempes, G0: 25> 

Thirdly, Proveke others to'ghur their Afſiftanteto this FA Dire#. 5. 
wourable Work you are engaget'in. Recommend it by wri; 
ring to.yotir Acquitimtance 1 -other placts ;/ atid fpeaking to 
thoſe yo converſe with*. "Givethew advice-from your own 
Experience; and advance the Reputation. ofiitby:your. Pruz 
dent and Zealous Example. And if you have not acceſs to 
them, that may have Influence upon the Reformation of our 
Colomees abroad, or the Converſion of our Natives at home; 
yetdo you conſult and contrive what may bethe moſt proper 
methods to promote fachia neceſſary part of this Work. Pro- 
poſe and ſpeak of them as you have opportunity; it may be 
that your words will reach and ſtirup ſome that have Power, 
to make. uſe of it for ſuch Glorious Ends. 


And 


-- Ang let this alſo have a ſharein'ybnr' fervent Prayers, that 
your Zealous Deſires may, if; your Endeavours cannot,. ex- 
' tendto:the utmoſt Bounds of fuck a neceſlary-Reformation. 


| DireB. 4. Fourthly,' Where the Law is defettive to ſuppreſs ſomie 


| Vices, by its Penal/SanCtion: Uſe the moſt Prudent Methods to 

reclaim thoſe: you' have any influence upon. Diffwade thennifrom 
their conſtant Tippling Clubs,” and:haunting the Ale-houſe 
© and Tayernthro'the Week: from theirvainRecreations,and - 
walking abroad on'the Lords Day : from their unlawful or 
exceſſive Gaming, and frequenting the Theatre, and yain 
Plays,-and fuch Live ſcandalous Occaſions of Vice and; Inz- 
Piery.: A prudent Admonition in;yout Name' may prevail 
much: with them; .that have.any Shame or Probity.remain- 
ing:: for:God hath highly hononred:your Societies,” ſo that 
your Counſels may be as .effe&tual..as Commands;; and 
your Reproofs as ſucceſsful as theReftraints of a Penal Law. 


Dire. 5. .\Fifthly,, Let every'one be: me and ready, according tt 


their Alulity, to. give all. the: aſſiſtance they can. You that 
are not bis Members of theſe Honourable Societies, do 
- Not envy, .but ſupport them; do'nat reproach, but vind1- 
cate. them. Be ready to give Informations as; you have op- 
portunity;, and.to.afſiſt on-Juries for the, proſecution of, Of- 
fenders. Repeat and inlarge your Liberal Contributions as 
\ there ſhall be occaſion: and ler us all be fervent in our Sup- 
plications to Almighty God, that he would bleſs the Zealous 
Endeavours of thofe Renowned: Inhabitants-of qur Feru{a- 
lem , that are doing "according tq'the' Covenant of God; the 
God of our Fathers. Ff Sd Sons Ds : | 
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